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Don’s Conference Notes
by	Donald T. Hawkins		(Conference	Blogger	and	Editor)		<dthawkins@verizon.net>
Data Infrastructure:  The Importance of Quality 
and Integrity — A CENDI/NFAIS Workshop
CENDI (the	Commerce, Energy, NASA, Defense Information Man-
agers Group,	http://www.cendi.gov)	and	NFAIS	(the	National Federation 
of Advanced Information Services,	http://www.nfais.org)	 held	 a	 joint	
workshop	on	data	quality	and	integrity	on	November	20,	2014	at	the	beautiful	


















gave	 the	perception	 that	 the	data	were	
unreliable.








3.  Interpretations should be free from bias.		Bias	is	one	of	the	hardest	
things	to	avoid	in	data,	and	there	are	two	types	of	bias:	false	positives	and	
false	negatives.		How	a	question	is	phrased	can	introduce	bias	into	the	final	





































Federal Policy Implications of Data Quality
Kevin Kirby,	 Enterprise	Data	Architect	 at	 the	Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA),	listed	three	recent	legislative	actions	relating	
to	data	quality:











• The Information Quality Act of 2002	required	the	issuance	of	
guidelines	to	Federal	agencies	ensuring	the	quality,	objectivity,	
utility,	and	integrity	of	the	information	they	disseminate.
In	 response,	 the	EPA	 issued	 its	 own	 information	quality	guidelines	
(IQGs)	http://www.epa.gov/quality/informationguidelines/,	 and	 is	 pro-
ducing	metadata	records	that	describe	data	sets	and	provide	links	to	them.	




Daniel Morgan,	Chief	Data	Officer	at	the	Department of Transpor-
tation (DOT),	wondered	if	we	are	managing	all	of	our	assets	properly.		He	
noted	that	 it	 is	frequently	difficult	 to	standardize	on	definitions,	but	 it	 is	
necessary;	for	example,	the	definition	of	a	bridge	is	important	in	the	National	








Perspectives of Data Initiators, Funders, and Managers
Laura Biven,	Senior	Science	and	Technology	Advisor	at	the	Depart-








The	Office	of	Science	 recently	published	 its	 data	management	plan	
(http://science.energy.gov/funding-opportunities/digital-data-manage-
ment/),	 including	principles	 and	 requirements,	 and	 its	 requirements	will	
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2.	 	 “Journals	Unite	 For	Reproducibility,”	Science,	 346	 (6210):	 679	
(November	7,	2014).
3.	 	OECD	 (2013),	 “Exploring	 the	Economics	 of	 Personal	Data:	A	
Survey	 of	Methodologies	 for	Measuring	Monetary	Value,”	OECD 
Digital Economy Papers,	No.	 220,	OECD	Publishing.	http://dx.doi.
org/10.1787/5k486qtxldmq-en






a	new	Charleston Seminar	entitled	“Being Earnest With Our Collec-
tions: Determining Key Challenges and Best Practices.”		The	seminar	
attracted	significant	interest	and	drew	about	50	attendees,	who	listened	to	
four	presentations	on	topics	of	current	interest.
eBooks: Key Challenges, Future Possibilities
Michael Levine-Clark,	Associate	Dean	for	Scholarly	Communications	
and	Collections	Services,	University of Denver,	 and	Rebecca Seger,	
































faster	 delivery	 to	users,	 but	 is	 cheaper	 than	 ILL.	 	Replacing	 ILL	with	
































































Alternative Serial Distribution Systems For Libraries
Jonathan Harwell,	Head	of	Collections	and	Services,	Rollins College,	
and	James Bunnelle,	Acquisitions	and	Collection	Development	Librarian,	
Lewis & Clark College,	said	that	we	need	to	focus	our	attention	on	creat-
continued on page 62
